












sponsors
A significant part of the research is done by postgraduate 
degree participants who need funding for their studies. A 
sizeable proportion of the participants in the MSc (90%) 
and PhD (90%) programmes receive this funding from 
public and private sources. 

The Institute operates an independently administered 
Fellowship Trust Fund that receives donations from 
sponsors. UNESCO-IHE participants depend on the 
generosity of donors to finance the Fellowship Trust 
Fund. Contributions directly help to finance the expertise 
needed to meet the vitally important UN Millennium 
Development Goals and to improve water services and 
infrastructure in the poorest countries.

Contact: acquisition@unesco-ihe.org

knowledge transfer
To fully exploit the benefits of research, the Institute has 
developed a communication and knowledge transfer 
plan, designed to ensure that UNESCO-IHE reaches and 
informes key target audiences and that dissemination 
is firmly embedded into research processes. Hence, 
knowledge transfer is a strategic activity of all UNESCO-
IHE research staff. 

The knowledge transfer and communication plan includes 
presenting research outputs at international conferences 
and publishing in high quality international journals. 
In addition, policy briefings, manuals and international 
guidelines are published aimed at the practitioner and 
other interested parties. These are disseminated through 
open workshops and seminars held at various locations 
and online.

UNESCO-IHE is committed to engage with a wide range 
of new and established users and audiences from the 
policy, business, NGO’s and research communities. The 
Institute is keen to use its research findings in ways that 
ensure public engagement in global water issues. 

facilities and resources
UNESCO-IHE’s premises are located in the centre of 
Delft, covering an area of 14,000 square metres. Facilities 
include multifunctional lecture theatres, a fully equipped 
auditorium, staff rooms and study rooms for MSc and 
PhD participants, four modern teaching and research 
laboratories (including state of the art instrumentation), 
extensive computing facilities, and a library equipped with 
on-line connections to national and international resource 
centres. The Institute also enjoys extensive and highly 
specialised lab facilities at its partner institutions around 
the world.

Through an innovative learning system using two-way 
videoconferencing, internet and other state-of the-art 
technology, the Institute’s Distance Learning Centre (DLC) 
facilitates access to a wide range of communication and 
learning opportunities. The DLC forms part of the World 
Bank’s Global Development Learning Network. 

As a result of its entrepreneurial efforts, 65% of the 
UNESCO-IHE budget is generated from contracted 
activities, while 35% is a core subsidy from the Dutch 
government. 

13



UNESCO-IHE
PO Box 3015
2601 DA Delft
The Netherlands

T	 +31 15 215 1715
F	 +31 15 212 2921
E	 info@unesco-ihe.org
www.unesco-ihe.org

UNESCO-IHE is the largest postgraduate 
water education facility in the world and the 
only institution in the UN system authorised to 
confer accredited MSc degrees and promote 
PhDs. In 2003 UNESCO and the Government 
of the Netherlands transitioned IHE Delft 
into the UNESCO-IHE Institute for Water 
Education.

UNESCO-IHE envisions a world in which 
people manage their water and environmental 
resources in a sustainable manner, and in 
which all sectors of society, particularly the 
poor, can enjoy the benefits of basic services. 
The mission of UNESCOIHE is to contribute to 
the education and training of professionals and 
to build the capacity of sector organisations, 
knowledge centres and other institutions 
active in the fields of water, the environment 
and infrastructure, in developing countries and 
countries in transition.

Since 1957 the Institute has provided 
postgraduate education to more than 13,400 
water professionals from 162 (developing) 
countries. More than 50 PhD candidates 
have been promoted from the Institute, and 
numerous research and capacity building 
projects have been carried out throughout 
the world. Alumni reach senior positions in 
their home countries and become nationally 
and internationally recognised experts in 
their fields of speciality. Many have made 
significant contributions to the development 
of the water and environmental sectors. 
UNESCO-IHE alumni have access to and 
remain part of a global network, consisting of 
alumni, guest lecturers, experts and renowned 
centres of knowledge, together providing a 
vast source of expertise to draw upon.

UNESCO-IHE centres its education, research 
and capacity building programmes around 
five themes: Water Security, Environmental 
Integrity, Urbanisation, Water Management 
and Governance, and Information and 
Communication Systems. Through each 
of these themes, the Institute focuses its 
contributions on resolving the major issues 
and challenges faced by many developing 
countries, as stated in the Millennium 
Development Goals and as identified by 
– among others – the UN Millennium Summit, 
the World Water Forums, the World Summit 
on Sustainable Development, and the 
Commission on Sustainable Development.

the institute




